oa ee el 


anical Memories 
azine 


ISSUE 44 | 7 ” APRIL 2010 


The only UK magazine dedicated to vintage coin-operated amusements 
Now in its fifth year! 


Mechanical M 
‘Magazine 


Mechanical Memories Magazine is a subscriber magazine published 
monthly, except August. When subscribing, please forward your Name, 
Address and Telephone number to the address below and make 
cheques payable to: Mechanical Memories Magazine 

You may also pay online at: www.pennymachines.co.uk/MMM.htm 


Annual Subscription (11 issues 


UK £25 inc.UK postage (£26 by Paypal) 
Europe £33 inc. airmail 
Rest of the world £40 inc. airmail 
(International subscriptions are only available by Paypal) 


Advertising Rates 


See page 24 
for full details of rates, plus generous discounts 


Lineage ads., For sale or Wanted, are free to subscribers. 


Published by: Antique Automatic Amusements 
Editor: Jerry Chattenton 


10 Bedford Road 
Dartford DAI] ISR 
#07710 285360 
e-mail jerry. mmm(@tiscali.co.uk 
www.pennymachines.co.uk/MMM.htm 


Copyright: This magazine, or any part thereof, may not be copied or 
reproduced by any means whatsoever without the prior written consent of | 
the publisher. All rights reserved. ©Jerry Chattenton 2010 


Page 2 


Editorial 


Hello, and here it is at last — the April issue! | did warn you all last month that this 
would be late, so | hope it comes as no great surprise. | am at least hoping that you will 
actually receive it in April, although it will be very much on the edge. Having been open 
at Brighton for the school holidays, it left very little time to produce the magazine, get it 
to the printers, get it back and in the post. I’m sure you all understand! 

Talking of Brighton, it was good to see so many of you over the weekend of the 
Jukebox Show, particularly some new faces who I met for the first time. Unfortunately, 
with regard to the show, the general consensus seemed to be that it, like Jukebox 
Madness, is becoming more of a 50s & 60s retro fair than a jukebox. show. | wonder 
whether we will ever see a return to the Copthorne days — what a great show that was! 
Anyway, I did wonder whether perhaps some of us could get together and present a big 
stand at one of these shows, selling machines, spares, promoting the magazine etc. It 
must surely be more cost-effective for, say half a dozen of us, to club together rather 
than do it individually. Something to think about for the future? 


And finally, the magazine is now in its fifth year — half way to its tenth! Whether or 
not we see ten years depends very much on your continued support. There are a 
considerable number of subscriptions due this month, so please get them in as soon as 
possible, as I'm hoping to have the May issue out in a couple of weeks. 


Well, that’s about it for now. 
Till next time. 


All the best 


Jerry 


Page 3 


News and Coming Events 


Carters at Pinkneys Green 


Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead, is always a popular ground for Carters Steam Fair, and 
the forthcoming fair in May will be the 30” anniversary at this venue. In addition to the 
full fair, including Meesham’s Wall of Death, there will also be a number of Showmans 
engines in attendance, ensuring that the fair is powered almost entirely by steam. A 
steam road-run will take place from Maidenhead town centre on the Saturday morning 
for the opening of the fair, a sight surely not to be missed. 

Unfortunately, as | am always in Brighton at the weekends, | rarely get to visit 
Carters. | had hoped to get to Battersea during their two-week opening in March, but as 
usual, couldn’t find the time. So if any of you visit Pinkneys Green or any other location, 
please do try to get some pictures for the magazine. If, for some peculiar reason, you 
don’t like steam engines or vintage fairgrounds, don’t forget that Carters Vintage Penny 
Arcade is the biggest travelling in the country, so that alone has to be a good enough 
reason to visit! 


Vintage Film Night 


There is to be a special screening of vintage seaside promotional films at the Walpole 
Bay Hotel, Cliftonville, on the evening of Thursday 13" May. The Thanet resorts of 
Margate, Ramsgate, Broadstairs etc. will all be featured, and the programme includes the 
1919 film “Magical Margate’ which is believed never to have been screened in public 
before. There will be plenty of vintage Dreamland footage, which should make this a 
most enjoyable evening. So if you live in the east Kent area, I'm sure it will be well 
worth a visit. The event is being held in aid of the Margate Shell Grotto. For more 
information and to order tickets online, go to www.shellgrotto.co.uk. 
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Bonhams Mechanical Music & Scientific Instruments Sale 28" April 
Knightsbridge 


Carters Steam Fair 8" & 9" May 
Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead 


Vintage Film Night 13" May 
Cliftonville, Margate 


Bonhams Mechanical Music & Scientific Instruments Sale 18" May 
Knowle 


Great Dorset Steam Fair 1“ — 5" September 
Tarrant Hinton, Dorset 


Jukebox Madness Show 25" & 26" September 
Kempton Park racecourse 


MMM Vintage Slot Collectors’ Show & Auction 28" November 


Coventry (Provisional) 


Bonhams Mechanical Music & Scientific Instruments Sale 7° December 
Knowle 


Don’t forget ~ if you know of any event which would be of interest to readers of 
the magazine, please let me know so that I can include details in these pages. 
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MARGATE 
Save Dreamland Update April 2010 


The Dreamland project now has its design team virtually in place. Just a few 
appointments are still to be made and we have a full complement covering project 
management, quantity surveying, CDM (the safety dimension of design) landscape 
architect, architect, structural engineer, mechanical & electrical engineer, creative, etc. 
Co-ordinating this work is project manager Gardiner Theobald. 

We are confident we will have the best team for the job and now have to motor hard 
to hit the end of July deadline for finalised designs not just of the park and ride layouts 
but of the entranceways, new buildings, landscaping, power distribution, sound & 
lighting, public circulation, refurbishment of part of the Dreamland Cinema and of course 
restoration of the Scenic Railway. 

The story of Dreamland must be brought alive to its future visitors in new and 
attractive ways and this will be fundamental to the design thinking. Also the way in 
which the new Dreamland can play host to a whole range of exciting events and activity 
that will bring people back time and time again. 

The Independent on Sunday (11 April 2010) ran a good feature on the interest in 
historic amusement parks and rides. It preceded a Southport conference on the subject at 
which | spoke about the Dreamland project. Dreamland’s Scenic Railway was well 
featured in this article, and BBC Radio 4 did a great piece on Dreamland on its You & 
Yours programme on Friday 23 April. 

We have also appointed a specialist rides coordinator, Bob Preedy. Bob is author of 
some great books about amusement parks and cinemas, including ‘Roller Coasters — 
Their Amazing History’. It is his task to coordinate the refurbishment and return to 
operation of the rides. It will be two years before most of the heritage structures will be 
seen in public but between now and then the present rather unloved amusements will 
have to undergo a huge refurbishment. First though the rides will have to be brought by 
road to Kent, stored, X ray-ed, checked and given a schedule of action. Many of the rides 
are already in the county - having been rescued over the past three years. Others are still 
to be rescued from storage in defunct amusement parks or packed away for safe keeping 
by previous owners. 

One example is the Corbiere Wheel, built in the mid 50s by a French firm lead by 
Henri Corbiere. His design was an improvement in the Battersea Funfair structure, 
manufactured in 1950 up in Leeds. This novel Battersea Big Wheel had the standard 
rotating chairs, but with a platform which also slowly rotated - giving a 360 degree view 
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of the surroundings. This wheel did however suffer from a major design fault - the huge 
forces produced by twin motions proved too great for the side supporting structures. Very 
soon after opening at Battersea major repairs led inevitably to the wheel only operating in 
the standard mode. Corbiere's improvement was to give the side structures two separate 
base fastenings each side, thereby spreading the G-forces around four equidistant points 
on the ground circle. The Dreamland Corbiere wheel last operated a few years ago at 
Pleasureland in Southport and has been carefully stored outside Blackpool by the owner 
whose proper job is head of Blackpool Illuminations. 

Other pieces of the ride jigsaw are also still in Blackpool, Southport, Barry and 
Porthcawl. Eventually all will be here to await expert renovation. This inevitably will 
brush up against Health and Safety factors, electrical and metal investigations and then 
finally a stylish reinterpretation of their heritage by a scenic artist. 

Bob’s other task is to delve into the history of each ride and produce reports on their 
development through the decades. Most originated in America but Germany was also a 
creative centre for ingenious and entertaining ideas. John Henry Iles, the owner and main 
driving force behind the popularity of Dreamland from the early 20s also had a stake in 
many overseas parks. Here he would have cast his sharp eye around for novelty - and 
then imported the fresh idea to Margate. This tradition continued long after the Hes era - 
remember the Orbiter - designed and built in Erith and premiered at Dreamland in the 
late summer of 1976. So maybe if you have a novel idea for a new ride - perhaps you 
could once again put Margate at the forefront of entertaining invention. 

Historic rides are still being discovered across the country and we will be 
investigating the feasibility of adding these to our bulging stock. Who knows what will 
turn up in the next two years - so that the rides of yesteryear can again be given pride of 
place at one of the country’s best loved amusement parks. If you have information on the 
whereabouts of classic older rides - please do get in touch - we want what you want for 
the next new and exciting phase of a reinvented Dreamland. 

Finally, | just want to get in a plug for a special anniversary celebration which is 
taking place this month. It is 10 years since Joyland Books was launched as a specialist 
bookstore for amusement park, fairground, slot machines and seaside books. There is a 
major celebration of this milestone on amusement park nostalgia website 
www.themagiceye.co.uk, with articles and contributions from numerous people including 
the publisher of this very magazine, Jerry. 


Nick Laister 
Chairman, The Dreamland Trust 


www.dreamlandmargate.com 
www.savedreamland.co.uk 
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Books about Seaside Piers 


One of the most common homes of slot machines past and present is on 
a seaside pier. Joyland Books stocks a large range of books about piers. 
Here are some of the best, many of which are now discounted: 


Birnbeck Pier: A Short History 
by Stan Terrell £3.50 £2.93 


British Seaside Piers 
by Chris Mawson and Richard Riding £49-09 £16.99 


The Grand Pier, Weston-Super-Mare 
by Sharon Poole £42.99 £10.71 


_ Lancashire’s Seaside Piers 

by Martin Easdown £42.99 £11.99 
My Great British Pier Trip 
by Chris Foote-Wood £6.50 


Piers and Other Seaside Architecture 
by Lynn F Pearson £5.99 


_ Teignmouth Pier: A Pictorial History 
by Viv Wilson £11.99 


Yorkshire’s Seaside Piers 
by Martin Easdown £42.99 £11.99 


To see our full selection of amusement park, slot machine, seaside and 
fairground books, visit our website www.joylandbooks.com. 
We also sell several second-hand books about British piers. 
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British Seaside Piers 


Chris Mawson and Richard Riding 


To buy one of these books, please send a cheque for the cost of the 
book, plus £2.99 postage and packing (99p per additional books), 
made payable to ‘Joyland Books’, to: 


Joyland Books, 
Southcombe Farm, 
Southcombe, 
Chipping Norton, 
Oxfordshire OX7 5QH 


Visit our 10” Anniversary celebrations at www.themagiceye.co.uk 
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Kiddie Rides 
By Robert Rowland 


We all remember (well | hope we do) our childhood holidays at the seaside. For me, 
once [ actually arrived, all 1 wanted to do was get down into the amusement arcades to 
play the slots. But most seaside arcades had more than slot machines. What am I talking 
1960s was called Marine Pastimes. They had just about everything that was available at 
the time, including a superb collection of kiddie rides, like the Edwin Hall talking Dalek, 
which was a massive attraction at that time. 

These rides were mostly situated at the front entrance, just inside the premises, and 
most of the rides cost 6d a go (which was a day's spending money in 1966). But these 
rides were great fun, which is what it was all about. The ultimate thrill as a five year-old 
to sit in and fly your very own helicopter for a few minutes, or to be moved up and down 
in an alien flying saucer was magical. 
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Marine Pastimes is still here today. | got chatting to the current owner recently, and was 
reminiscing about their now long-gone kiddie rides. Out of the blue he said “I have some 
photos that dad took in the early 1960s.” Five minutes later and there they were, rare 
stunning images taken in the arcade at the time. We all know that pictures like these do 
not turn up every day, so I feel proud to share these photos with all MMM readers. 

Thinking back, I do remember most of these rides, and to see pictures of them 
again was wonderful. The Sputnik ride probably had something to do with Russia’s Oct 
1957 Sputnik 1 launch, so we can possibly date this particular ride around that date. 

All of you, enjoy these kiddie ride pictures, and I hope they will bring back very 
happy memories of those great 1960s seaside holidays. | 


Robert Rowland 


Editor’s note: Many thanks to Robert and to the owner of Marine Pastimes for allowing 
me to publish these pictures (more on the following two pages). | haven't added captions, 
as I know very little about kiddie rides, and | considered simple comments such as 
‘horse’ ‘spaceship’ etc. would be rather stating the obvious! 
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Ironclad Coincidence 
By John Peterson 


The year is 1939. Germany rolls through Czechoslovakia in two days in March and sets 
its sights on Poland. Britain and Poland sign a mutual assistance treaty on 25" August 
1939. The ink is not yet dry on the document when Hitler invades Poland less than a 
week later. Two days afterward, Britain declares war on Germany. All considered, this 
is a rather unusual time for the British amusement industry to be introducing new 
machines. And yet, that was happening. 


eee 


John’s newly acquired Oracle. 
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Today, we're going to take a look at one of the terrific fortune tellers produced by 
Freddy Bolland and BOLLAND’S AMUSEMENT SUPPLY COMPANY, LTD. of 


[ will admit to some prior experience with Mr. Bolland’s ironclad fortune tellers. 
When I purchased the Glenn Collection out of California in 2002, the sixty games 
included Predicta, another of the ‘all weather automatic fortune machines,’ to quote the 
sales brochure featured on page 49 of Arcades and Slot Machines by Paul Braithwaite. 
Predicta is an arrow spinning fortune teller. Your large penny deposited falls into a cup- 
type affair that spins the arrow to reveal your fortune. The fortune wheel has three 
concentric rings that offer prediction as to: 1) The greatest amount of money you will 
earn; 2) Age you will live to, and 3) Number of children you will have. Personally, | am 
more interested in the number of wives 1 will have and the attendant alimony, but that’s 
just me. Predicta was predictably boring and I sold the machine after a reasonable stay in 
my collection. For the record, it returned to the U.K, 


Predicta, one of three spinning pointer type fortune telling wall machines 
produced by Bollands. (The other two being Gypsy and Heaven & Hell). 
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Toward the end of 2009, I see The Oracle floating across my screen, compliments of 
E-bay. What is the first thing we do when we see a killer machine come up for auction on 
I:bay? We write to the seller and ask if he has a ‘Sell-It-Now’ price. And why do we do 
this? First, the obvious; if the seller actually has a final number in mind, it might be an 
opportunity to grab the game at a good price. Secondly, and just as important, it forces 
the seller to answer the question: Would | sell this now and end the auction early? As a 
potential purchaser, you want to know if the seller is committed to continuing the 
auction, regardless of how many mystery lovers are whispering in his ear. To determine 
the answer, you whisper first. 

And whisper I did. As it turned out, another party was whispering in his other ear. 
The seller responded with a nice email querying: What would | offer? To get a better 
idea of my thought process, it is important to understand that the machine was not 
working and the seller was not sure the mechanism was complete. Being unfamiliar with 
the game, I could not tell from the photos either. Having been bitten by missing parts in 
ae and I was oe —— » bid ‘big’ OEY: ies J was going to bid. In 
is site, v ww aceaneu ee tn the Arena, i found that the wend-cased version 
of this machine sold for £660, slightly over $1,000, in May of 2005 at a Southern 
Counties auction in Salisbury. | could not find an ironclad example having sold at 
auction for comparison but I figured the iron machine was worth as least as much if not 
more than its wood cousin. 

Armed with that information, and the feeling that if | did not make a bid, | would 
regret it for the rest of my life, | offered $550 (about £333). The seller kindly answered 
that the other party had offered $600. In fairness to both of us, the seller decided that he 
would add a ‘Buy-It-Now’ on the auction for $690, (£418). And so, the auction 
proceeded with a hard sales price of £418. | agonized over the price and finally decided | 
would pass it up. And so I did. And the other buyer, the one who offered $600 to my 
$550, snapped up The Oracle for £418 in the space of an hour. Once I saw the auction 
had ended, I wrote one final email to the seller, thanking him for putting the machine up 
on Ebay and telling him | enjoyed our brief exchange. That was the end of it. Or so I 
thought. 

Three weeks later, out of the blue, | received an email from the seller. He said the 
purchaser was giving him the run-around regarding payment and he, the seller, was tired 
of the nonsense. Did I still want the Oracle? If so, he was willing to sell it to me for my 
original offer price of $550 - £333, because he and his wife had been impressed with my 
polite manner in their earlier dealings with me. After picking my jaw up off the ground, 
it took all of three seconds for me to reply, YES! | | 

When I took possession of the game, | was delighted to find that the machine was 
complete. Several parts were either unconnected or not properly adjusted. As | do with 
all my games, I took it completely apart and polished all the parts. Reassembled, the 
Oracle now dispenses the all-knowing ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to the top 20 pressing questions of 
life, such as: “Have I Sex Appeal?” or “Will the Little Stranger be a Boy?” Photo C is 
the outer ring with the 20 questions. Photo D is the inner ring showcasing the Witch, the 
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Book of Fate, and the black cat. Both rings rotate together, mated, and you are instructed 
to turn the large knob in front until your question is under the open window at the top, 
prior to inserting your large 1D penny. 


Photo C, outer ring and Photo D, inner ring. 
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The mechanism is simple, yet clever, Photo E. The coin drops down and hits a small 
peg dead centre at the bottom of the coin slide, just above the two cups. That peg causes 
the coin to deflect into either the forward cup, which is ‘No,’ or the rear cup, which is 
“Yes.” The mechanism is a counter-balance operation. The weight of the coin is 
sufficient to cause that specific cup and arm to drop downward. The ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ 
answer is attached to the top-centre of the oval portion of the arm. The answer will 
appear in the window for about two seconds. Photo F is both cups in the down position. 


Photo E, both cups in the ‘up’ position. 


The only question remaining: How the heck does the arm retract back to the ‘up’ 
position, pulling the answer out of view again in preparation for the next coin? What you 
cannot see is the bottom of the cup, which is open. There is a small metal triangular 
wedge at the bottom of each cup that is sufficient to reduce the aperture of the cup 
bottom enough to trap the coin in the cup. See those two brass rods attached, one each to 
the bottom left side of each cup? Those rods are soldered to that small triangular wedge 
at the bottom of each cup. When the coin forces the cup to the full down position, the 
rod rotates that wedge, opening the aperture and allowing the coin to drop out the 
bottom of the cup. Photos E and F show the two positions of the cups and the brass 
rods, full up and full down. Once the coin drops free, the counter-weight is heavier than 
the cup, forcing the arm with the cup upright and the answer out of sight. 
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Photo F, both cups in the ‘down’ position. 


¥ 


Considering that the Oracle was introduced around 1939, just as the War started for 
Great Britain, it is amazing that any of these iron monsters survived. Why was this 
machine not seized and melted down for the war effort? Perhaps it was on location when 
the war broke out and the operator put it away? Or were arcades considered important to 
the morale of the citizenry and allowed to continue, unmolested? This is clearly a 
subject ripe for further exploration. 

In the meantime, today’s lesson is clear. Be nice to people during your search for 
these wonderful treasures from our past. Many times, the sellers are truly interested in 
seeing that the game they have enjoyed for many years now goes to another person who 
will equally appreciate it. Be polite and respecttul. The return to you may be surprising. 
as it always is to me. 
| ask the Oracle, “Am I Psychic?” Oracle answers: “NO ~ but damn persistent!” 

Good luck, and good hunting. 


John Peterson, USA 
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ALLWIN TRACK 
Grooved & chromed just 
ike the orginal. 

inner with flat & nipple 
17%" siside length 
Middle 18° inside length 
Outer 40" inside length 


gallery. 6x 1. 9/16 
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FRONT 
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2 4 tapped 14S aang holes on 
exierded nopies 2. 17) corde. 


earns 213 Th och cones 


ALLWIN SPARES 
From Stock 
Nostalgic Machines Ltd, 
P.O. Box 32, Wombourne, 
South Staffs WV5 8YS 
Tel / Fax 01902 897879 


PRICE LIST 


NO1 Win Tabs (12 per 
sheet) £15.25 


NOZ Ball Gallery £12.55 


16 suit 26 but can | 
be fied bigger N04 Coin Slot {2p) 
£9.25 


NOS Trigger Front £9.25 
NOG Trigger £12.25 


NO? Payout Arrow 
£2.55 


N08 Payout Bow! & 
Surround £15.85 


NO9 Payout Knob 
Shield £9.96 


N10 Payout Knob & 
Sleeve £11.95 


N11 Ball Hammer £4.95 


N42 Ball Cups 
4145 £9.99each 
} 6-10 £7.99each 
PAYOUT KNOB 41+ €6.99each 


N13 Spandrelis £14.99 


N14 Allwin Track 
inner £49.00 
miidie £19.00 
outer £273.50 
eet of 3 £47.06 
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Lineage ads. are free to subscribers and For Sale 

will run for two issues, unless you _ _ | 
instruct me otherwise. Please ensure I Nevada one-armed bandit in good working 
have your ads, by the 20" of the month order, with jackpot front. On shilling play 
for inclusion in the next month’s issue. ©f Old 5 pence. £150 a 
Remember to include your telephone !°970 fruit machine, three spinning reels, 
number and the area where you live. W!th Jackpot. £50 


Post or e-mail to the address on page 2 | —— 
eee A RCNA NAR te soneneescnoeon May swap W HOY’? 


| ) Bill 01642 710834 (Middlesbrough) 
Wanted tem NEOCIESOTOURH 


Mills Vest Pockets, Wanted 
any model, any condition, 


BMCo Lucky Circle and Cresta Run, plus 
John 0781 301 5932 (W. Mids) any other interesting BMCo machines. 
Or email ccfc]968@madasafish.com Fronts, wrecks ~ anything considered. 


Paul 01278 782714 (Somerset) 
Paul .vickers@hotmail.co.uk 


Wanted 


BDR fruit machine and an original stand. 
Also parts for the same, | would consider a Wanted 
spare parts machine. 
Also wanted, Hawtins metal cased allwin Jennings Chief cash box. 
or parts for the same. 
John 0781 301 5932 (W. Mids) 
Or email ccfc1968@madasafish.com 


Dave 07966 438968 


Wanted For Sale 


Chromed Bryans Bullion topflash. Original Two 1950s Corinthian bagatelles, £30 each. 
preferred, but | would consider a good Bar top Shooter, made in Chicago 1948, in 
quality reproduction. good working order. £250 


Johnny 01332 363542 (Derby) 7 May swap W.HLY | 
Or email johnnyburley@ntlworld.com Bill 01642 710834 (Middlesbrough) 


Pinball Machines Wanted 

bou ght and sold Spares for Bradley Challenger payout 
| | mechanism (See article on page 18). 
Dead or Alive! 


Peter 07773 052265 
Call Gazza 07887 926601 (Essex) Email saintmalo40@hotmail.co.uk 
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Wanted For Sale 
Win a Cig. allwin New old stock 
Anything considered Bryans square Yale locks, with two keys. 
£10 each, plus £2 p&p 


Tony 07974 460742 (Essex) 
Wanted or email vanessa.raye(@tesco.net 


iain a ares - Dead or saci The Mutoscope Man 
Beromat / Novamat / Duomat etc. 
Working or distressed machines suitable Large range of mutoscope parts available. 
for restoration projects. Will collect so no 
silly prices please 1!!! John Hayward 
01273 608620 (Brighton) 
Kerry 02476 416317 (Coventry) ~ —— 
Pinball Spares 


For Sale a ae 
Data Last pinball parts 


Lowe & Fletcher cam locks, Mast items available 
1” barrel length, 44” dia. 
5 for £20 inc. UK postage. Check out website 
www.gazzaspinballs.co.uk 


Cheques to: 
Jerry Chattenton Artwork 
10 Bedford Road ; 7 | ; 
Dartford DAI ISR Bryans Clock Face and Instruction Cards. 
™ For either 6 win or 12 win. 
Se se Laminated or paper. 
Original Clown Tokens £12 inc. UK postage. 


Brass or Silver | | 

£25 per 100, inc. p&p Topflashes 

for the following Whales allwins: 
Double Six 
Have a Go 

Expert Service Easy Perm 

and Repair Playball 

| - | Each Way 

__ Mechanical slot machines and Laminated. £12 inc. UK postage. 

Electromechanical Pinball machines. | 


Tony 01622 820263 


| _ All perfect copies 
Please contact Brian on 
0208 398 2141 (Surrey) Charlie 07711 978806 (Essex) 
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” of 
allwin spares 
available 


Advertisers’ pre-prepared artwork 
may be emailed in jpeg format. 


Half page £15 
Quarter page £10 


email your requirements 
to Jez Darvill 


Retreeva@ntlworld.com 
Pre-paid discount rate 
for one year (11 issues) 


a ap Or call 020 8394 1988 | 
Full page £175 | ida 
Half page £125 L__ SVenings | 


Fortune Teller 


Lineage ads. are free | Cards 
to subscribers 


| Criss-cross cards 
|| typed or hand written, various types. 


Small Argyll type 
for drawer puller wall machines. 
Future husband, Career, Baby etc. 
Love letter, Palmistry, Fortune 
Full range. 
Green ray cards 
hand written in green ink. 


for — oe 4 jy soa) 
Full page £200 
Half page £150 


| | All printed on very thick card ~ as per 
|| originals. Orders for small or large 
|| quantities welcome. 


Phone for details. 
Clive Baker 01489 784038 
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MECHANICAL MEMORIES MAGAZINE 


* MMM back issues are now available, 
there will be no more reprints, so order now! 


Volume I (April 06 — March 07) 
Volume II (April 07 — March 08) 
Volume III (April 08 — March 09) 


Price £15 per volume, inc. UK postage 


Individual issues £1.50 (from April 09 only) 


| —— to Jerry Chattenton, 10 Beatns Road, Dartford ee ISR 


ONAN Oke a AAP APR PDRREDE ERASE REBAR ESE DERE DDD ODDS DSP DO DD DDD ODP APO DPE DD SPDR DP DOLLOP ALL LALLA LALLA CELL OE 


Now Available! : 


Saxony type ball release levers 
Suitable for all Saxony and early British allwins, 
Hawtins, Oliver Whales, Parkers etc. 

Limited stocks available 
£12 each inc. UK p&p 
3 for £25 inc. UK p&p 
Cheques to: 

__Jerry Chattenton, 1 10 Bedford Road, Dartford DA 1SR > 


ow ee 
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Book Shop 


Collector's Guide to Vintage Coin Machines 

(2nd edition with revised priceguide) by Dick Bueschel. 

Chapters on scales, vending, arcade, slots, jukes, pins and stimulators. Attractive book, 
well researched and illustrated, featuring 700 machines all in colour. 

Hardback, 220 pages. Price: £32.40 


Vintage Trade Stimulators and Counter Games by Dick Bueschel. 

Detailed descriptions of the machines, dates, manufacturer production data, plus over 
800 pictures, a price guide and a wealth of historical context, will make you an instant 
expert on these previously under-represented coin-ops. 

Hardback, 264 pages, 792 colour, 24 b/w photos. Price: £29.50 


Collector's Treasury of Antique Slot Machines from Contemporary Advertising 
(1925-1950) by Peter Bach. 

This fat volume makes an excellent collector's source book. It is packed with hundreds 
of pictorial slot machine advertisements reproduced from The Billboard (the foremost 
American weekly trade paper) from 1920-1950 of one arm bandits, gambling machines, 
console machines, trade stimulators, pinball machines, novelty vending machines, etc. 
Hardback, 479 pages, b/w. Price: £25 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Mills of the Thirties Operator's Companion. 

The spirit of the Mills Novelty Company in the hectic Thirties is conveyed in their 
product brochures, service literature, and in editorial matter from Spinning Reels (the 
company's own trade journal), together with press releases, promotional literature, 
advertising flyers etc. in The Billboard trade magazine. Excellent source book. 
Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Mills of the Forties Operator's Companion. 

A source book reproducing a wealth of diverse material from the period: service 
manuals, parts lists, press releases, promotional literature, advertising flyers etc. tracing 
the progress of Mills Novelty Company's machines during the WWIl-interrupted decade 
of the Forties. Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Watling Operator's Companion. 

This volume captures Watling Manufacturing Company's full range from scales to 
bandits in catalogues, brochures, line folders, broadsides and service data, original 
patent and mock-up photos of the ROL-A-TOR line, artists’ preparatory airbrush 
renderings for advertising and promotional material and Watling family photos and 
correspondence. Plenty of legendary anecdotes and well-informed context in the 
accompanying commentary. Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 
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Arcades and Slot Machines by Paul Braithwaite. 
Thoroughly researched A - Z survey of the British coin slot industry from 1870 - 1970. 
includes a history of travelling, pier-head and town arcades, plus plenty of photos of 


guide. Softback, 105 pages, colour & b/w. Price: £12 


Old-Tyme Penny Arcade & the Vintage Fairground by Darren Hesketh. 

A two DVD set featuring slot machines in action at Carter's Steam Fair, Dingles, Bryan's 
Drayton Manor, Southport pier, Mechanical Memories, Folly Farm, Merrivale model 
village, Watermouth Castle, Wookey Hole, Yesterdays World and other attractions. 
Total playing time 155 mins. Price: £16 


A comprehensive selection of Slot Machine, Jukebox and Pinball books 
can be purchased in the ‘Library’ on the pennymachines website 


All prices include UK p&p. 
Cheques to: 
David Lavender 
50 Charlemont Road, Walsall, West midlands WSS 3NQ 
Or order online at www.pennymachines.co.uk 
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The only licensed dealer in vintage slot machines 


Large collection of arcade items 
coming soon — call for details. 


Currently in stock: 
Trade stimulator for restoration 
Several nice allwins 
2 Wizard fortune tellers on Id (ally fronts) 
Rare early Barrels coin flip fortune teller 
Working model on ld 
Unrestored early Payramid 
Cast iron Operators Bell 
and several other nice original bandits 


Also for hi-fi enthusiasts: 
A complete fully working surround sound system 
Dolby pro logic, by Yamaha 
7 speakers by Tannoy. Cheap to gain space! 
And a vintage 70s receiver by Sony 


Simon 01425 472164 


www.classicamusements.co.uk 


